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Monk takes M route to manage temples

Shruthl Bafakrishna | 1an

Bangalore: What’s the purpose of
life? What's the meaning of 1ife?
These were some questions Keisuke
Matsumnto asked of himsell asa 10-
year-old. His search for answers end-
ed in a book his grandfather gave. “In
those books, T learnt about religion;
and that's how my interest in phi-
lnsophy and religion grew,” says this
41-vear-old Japanese monk, who is
studying management in Indian
School of Business (1SB), Hyderabad.

He says it's been an interesting
journey from being a monk to a man-
agement student, Today, for most peo-
ple, temples are just ceremonial halls
for memorTal service unlike in the
past. he ohserves.

“In 2005, to revive the temples’
good traditions, I decided to initiate

Keisuke Matsumoto drinks In a new whiff of spiritualism in Temple Cafe

a project called Temple Cafe, which ,awarded him and his team the Shori-

served coffee, tea and monk-made ki Matsutaro prize for community

sweets, It was a huge success,” he, engagement. “Management skills,

says. In 2008, Yomiuri newspaper; leadership and entrepreneurship
*

helped me,” he adrds. “ also realized
that there is a critical shortage of
monks who can upgrade temples to
meet modern needs without spoiling
their religious traditions. Following
graduation, | will return to my tem-
ple,” says Keisuke. .

He admits that he tried to find oth-
or courses to cnhance his knowledge
and skilis to manage temples. There
are some courses that can gave him
academic knowl#dge about temple’s
history, but none of them are practi-
cal interms of managament of mod-
ern temple. -

“Hence, I decided to do an MBA
and opted to study in India, IU's mak-
ing an ingreasing mark on the world's
economic and political system., More-
over, India has significantly influ-
enced Japan a long time through Bud-

- dhism. If there was no Indian influ-

ence, Japanese culture would not’
have evolved as it is today, In faet, T
have named my son Ganga. [ greatly
admire India's diverse and profound
spirituality which is losing its vital
force inJapan. Since my first visit, T
have been attracted by iis ancient his-
ory, contemporary culture and
adorable people. Every year, [ enjoy
Namaste India, the largest Indian fes-
tival in Japan,” he explains.

Sinee ISB offers an intensive and
accelerated one-year programme fo-
cused on leadership and entrepre-
neurship, “it gives me the knowledge
content of a two-year MBA pro-
gramme”, he adds, He says he figured
out Buddhism is a strategic tool for
people to attain happiness, “The com-
bination of MBA and India experi-
ence at 158 have changed my life,”
Keisuke signs off,
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